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Geopolitical location of Irag and its impact on its foreign policy

Assist. Prof. Dr. Omer Kamel Hasan
University of Anbar - College of Education for Humanities

Abstract: Submitted: 15/07/2022
The study presents a geopolitical analysis of Irag's Accepted: 09/10/2022
location and its impact on its foreign policy. This Published: 01/12/2022

required a definition of the concept of foreign policy Keywords:
according to a geopolitical perspective. To prove validity Geopolitical
of hypotheses, study focused on analyzing material foreign relations
foundations on which Irag's foreign policy is based: |raq,
economic and demographic focus. In addition to

researching political history of Iraq’s foreign relations,

and determining trends of Iraqi foreign policy after 2003

by presenting applied models of Iraq’s foreign political

behavior towards geopolitical conflicts in surrounding

geographical area. Iraq’s new trends in international and

regional environment, which have long suffered and are

still suffering from harbingers affecting its security and

stability, based on theory of negative rebound effect. The

policy of seizing control and seeking initiative and

mediation in a region that was and still is rife with crises,

one after other.
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Map 1: Shows the location of Iraq and the geopolitical importance in one of the
most geopolitically worrying areas in the world. According to SPYKMAN's theory,
Iraq is located within what he called the RIMLAND land frame of strategic
importance, which forms a crescent surrounding the Russian heart, to which the
scientist Makander gave special importance and predicted for him since 1904 a
great future.
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Map 2: The location of Iraqg, according to the theory of air power, is a key to
survival according to Seversky. Iraq is located within the Area of Decision, which
is the most important strategically important area, which means controlling it over
other parts of the world.
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Map 3: shows the location of Irag according to the theory of the heart land. Iraq is
part of the bridge that connects the northern heart (the geographical area extending
between the Golga to eastern Siberia) and the southern heart (sub-Saharan Africa.(
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Table 1: The size of the new Iragi army - and according to the report issued by the
Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington (CSIS), US military
officers recommended a reduction in the size of the Iraqi armed forces from pre-
war levels that ranged from (400,350) soldiers to about (200) thousand soldier
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Map 4 and 5: Shows the location of Irag surrounded by military conflicts that have
been going on for years (Syria and Yemen). And a potential geographical area of

conflict between the United States of America

and its Gulf allies and Iran
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