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Abstract:

The research deals with the extent to which university
youth respond or deal with their exposure to rumors on
social media and its reflection on their cognitive abilities
in interpreting the media message, by conducting a
survey on a sample of students of the College of Media at
the University of iragia, as with the entry of new media
into the arena of human life and the launch of its types
and tools Including social networking sites, rumors have
become another multi-featured arena, as they can use
their capabilities in broadcasting, spreading and creating
effects on the target audience.

And rumors, although their time is short or somewhat
long, but they have an impact on the behavior and trends
of society or the targeted segments in varying degrees, so
the study problem was represented by the dual role
played by social networking sites in spreading rumors on
the one hand and confronting them on the other hand, by
applying the study procedures The field is a sample of
university students.

This study is one of the descriptive studies that aims to
describe a phenomenon or situation that is characterized
by innovation, which is represented in our research with
the spread of rumors and their promotion in the space of
social networking sites. The University of iragia, by
designing a questionnaire and distributing it to the
respondents at a rate of (150) individuals as a sample due
to the homogeneity of the research community in many
of its features and specifications, represented by the
students of the fourth stage at the College of Media /the
University of Iragia in its three departments
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It is clear from Table No. (1) above that the male sample ranked first with (86)
iterations and a percentage of (57%), while the females came in second place in the
same research with (64) iterations and a percentage of (43%)
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It is clear from Table No. (2) that the ages (18 _22) got the first rank in the sample
of the research by (96) iterations and a percentage of (64%), while in the second
place came the ages (22_25)
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Table No. (3) above shows that most of the respondents are in constant follow-up
on social networking sites, as the answer came with (yes) in the first place with
(124) frequency and a percentage of (83%)
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Table No. (4) shows that all the research sample have an account on one or more
social networking sites, so the answer came with (yes) in the first place with (100)
repetitions and a full percentage (100%)
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It is clear from Table 5 that the answer (sometimes) ranked first with (62)
frequencies and a percentage of (41%), while the answer (yes) came in the second
place with (56) frequencies and a percentage of (37%) As for the answer (No), it
was ranked third, with (34) repetitions, with a percentage of (23%).
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It appears from Table No. (6) that the answer (agree) got the first place with (122)
repetitions and a percentage of (81%), while the answer (somewhat agreed) came
in the second place with (22) iterations and a percentage of (15%) And in the third
place, the answer was (I do not agree) with a rate of (6) repetitions and a small
percentage of (4%).
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It is clear from Table No. (7) that (Facebook) ranked first with (112) iterations,
with a rate of (75%), then (Twitter) ranked second, with (18) iterations, with a
percentage of (12%). The third is (YouTube) with (10) recurrences, with a rate of
(6%). As for (Instagram), it ranked fourth with (6) repetitions, with a percentage of
(4%), and (WhatsApp) ranked fifth with (4) repetitions, with a percentage.
percentage of (3%)
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Table No. (8) shows that (political) rumors ranked first with (84) repetitions and a
percentage of (56%), while (economic) rumors ranked second with (36) repetitions
and a percentage of (24%). (Social) rumors ranked third with (30) repetitions and a
percentage of (20%)
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It is clear from Table No. (9) that rumors (terror and fear) came in the first place
with (48) repetitions and a percentage of (32%). As for the answer (rumors of
diseases and epidemics), it ranked second with (42) repetitions and a percentage of
(24%). As for the answer (rumors affecting people’s personal biographies), it
ranked third with (36) recurrences, with a percentage of (24%). As for (rosy,
optimistic rumors), it ranked fourth with (18) repetitions, with a percentage of
(12%). The Fifth is Coming (Natural Disaster Rumors)
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Table No. (10) shows that the majority of respondents believe that social
networking sites have exaggerated and spread rumors more than the original rumor
itself, so the answer came (agree) in the first place with (98) repetitions and a
percentage of (65%). As for the answer (somewhat agree) It was ranked second,
with (42) repetitions, with a rate of (28%).
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It is clear from Table 11 that most of the research sample distinguishes whether the
news is credible or not, so the answer (yes) got the first place with (128) iterations
and a percentage of (85%), while the answer (sometimes) was in the second place
with (18) iterations With a percentage of (12%). As for the answer (No), it got the
third place, with (4) repetitions and a rate of (3%).
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Table No. (12) shows that the answer (spreader of rumors) is the weakest answer
because it did not get any repetitions, while the answer (denying rumors) came first
with (76) repetitions and a percentage of (51%). As for the answer (interpretation
and clarification of rumors It got the second place with (64) recurrences and a
percentage of (42%). Finally, the answer (suppressing rumors) came in third place
with (10) repetitions and a percentage of (7%).
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Table No. (13) shows that the answer (yes) ranked first with (96) recurrences, with
a percentage of (64%), then the answer (sometimes) ranked second with (42)
recurrences, with a percentage of (28%), and third. The answer was (No), with a
rate of (12) repetitions, with a percentage of (8%).
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Table No. (14) shows that the answer (No) got the first place with (132) iterations
and a percentage of (88%), while the answer (Yes) got the second place with (18)
iterations and a percentage of (12%)
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It appears from Table No. (15) that the answer (putting a kind of censorship on
social media) came in the first place with (68) recurrences and a percentage of
(45%). As for the answer (education and awareness to beware of rumors), it got the
second place with ( 34) Frequency with a percentage of (23%), then the answer
(confronting rumors) came in the third place with (32) repetitions and a percentage
of (21%), and in the fourth place came (punishment of those who spread rumors)
with (16) repetitions and a percentage of (11%)
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